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I.

Scale Description

The Parent Questionnaire is an adaptation of Strayhorn and Weidman’s (1988) Parent Practices Scale,
which consists of 34 items related to parenting behaviors and cognitions based on parent training goals
and preschool-aged children. The Parent Questionnaire (Grade 4+) is a 25-item revised version of the
27-item Parent Questionnaire first administered to parents of children in Year 1, Kindergarten. This
revised version consists of items on a 5-point rating scale, ranging from 0 “Never” to 5 which indicates
either “Many times each day” or “All the time” depending on the particular item content.
II. Scaling Results
This addendum to the technical report is based upon Year 5, Cohort 1 data, Normative sample (n=349).
A more detailed description of the sample can be found in the technical report. Three scales for the
Parent Questionniare (Grade 4+) were originally obtained from confirmatory factor analyses on items
designated a priori as measures of either Appropriate / Consistent Discipline, Warmth / Involvement and
Harsh / Physical Discipline. Two additional items are used to measure Inter-Parental Consistency (for
two parent families only). Additionally, three items were not used in the scaling to be consistent with the
original procedure and measurement model utilized with Year 1 data.
The scales for this updated Grade 4+ version were obtained by using a confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) with maximum-likelihood estimation with data from Year 5, Normative sample. The constructs
were tested together, with 3 correlated scales assumed. A simple measurement model was utilized,
allowing for intercorrelations among the dimensions (exogenous variables) and individual error
1

components for each item. The standardized loading coefficients of the CFA are presented below.

Table 1: Results of Confirmatory Measurement Model, GFI=.845, RMR=0.070
Normative Sample (n=349)
Item
No.
Factor 1 : Appropriate / Consistent Discipline (Alpha=.71)
24r. How often when you discipline your child, does s/he ignore the punishment?

.664

25r. How often do you have to discipline your child repeatedly for the same thing?

.457

14. When you give your child a command or order to do something, what fraction
of the time do you make sure that your child does it?
15. If you tell your child s/he will get punished if s/he doesn’t stop doing something,
and s/he keeps doing it, how often will you punish him/her?
16r. How often does your child get away with things that you feel should have been
punished?
18r. How often do you feel you are having problems managing your child in general?

.355
.333
.749
.385

21r. How often is your child able to get out of a punishment when s/he really sets
.680
his/her mind to it?
Item
No.
Factor 2 : Warmth / Involvement (Alpha=.76)
1. How often do you praise your child, by saying something like “Good for you”
or “What a nice thing you did!” “Thank you!” or “That’s good going!”
2. How often do you tell your child about your own experience, by saying something
like, “I just saw a pretty bird outside” or “I exercised so hard that I got really tired.”
3. How often do you and your child talk or play with each other, focusing
attention on each other for five minutes or more, just for fun?
4. How often do you and your child laugh together?

.637
.510
.676
.592

8. How often do you get to do something special with your child that
he or she enjoys?
9. How often do you play sports, hobbies, or games with your child?

.504

10. When you and your child set out to do something fun together, what
fraction of the time does it actually turn out to be fun?
11r. What fraction of the time are you too worn out and exhausted to do
something fun with your child?
12. Of all the times that you talk to your child about his or her behavior,
what fraction are praise?

.469

Item
No.
Factor 3 : Harsh / Physical Discipline (Alpha=.42)
6. How often do you tell your child you may leave him or her if he or she doesn’t
.276
behave better?
7. How often do you tell your child that he is bad or that he/she is not as good as
others?
13. Of all the times that you talk to your child about his or her behavior, what fraction
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.593

.231
.453

.264
.252

are disapproval?
17. How often do you get angry when you punish your child?

.585

Table 2: Correlations Among Exogenous Variables
Appropriate / Consistent Discipline & Warmth / Involvement
Appropriate / Consistent Discipline & Harsh / Physical Discipline
Warmth / Involvement & Harsh / Physical Discipline

Item
No.
Inter-item Correlation for Inter-Parental Consistency (n=213)
22. If there is a discipline problem how often do the two of you (parents)
agree on what to do?
23. If there is a discipline problem, how often do you generally go along
with what your partner has done?

.246
-.676
-.411

.559
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