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I. Scale Description 
 
This 30-item measure was administered to African American students only.  Students were asked (a) 
whether they had ever experienced situations particular to African Americans and (b) about the coping 
technique they might be likely to use when faced with such a situation.  
 
Six racially hostile situations were presented.  The responses for each situation were coded as ‘1’ for 
“yes” and ‘0’ for “no”.  The situations were: 

a) “Have you ever felt that as an African American you were expected to get worse grades than 
other students?” 

b) “Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you of breaking a school rule because 
you’re African American?” 

c) “Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, part in a play, club) and felt that you 
weren’t given a fair chance because you’re African American?” 

d) “Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to keep your job because you’re African 
American?” 

e) “Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were being watched by store employees 
because you are African American?” 

f) “Have you ever been in a public place and felt that the police were harassing you because 
you’re African American?” 

 
Then, for each situation, four coping responses were offered.  Students were asked to rate how often they 
would use the coping response in response to a racially hostile situation.  The responses were coded on 

http://www.fasttrackproject.org
http://www.fasttrackproject.org
http://www.fasttrackproject.org
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a 5-point scale of ‘0’ (never), ‘1’ (unlikely to feel this), ‘2’ (maybe would feel this), ‘3’ (probably would feel 
this), and ‘4’ (would definitely feel this).   
 
 
II. Report Sample 
 
These analyses were conducted on the data collected on the African American students (note that only 2 
study youth from the Pennsylvania site are African American) in the first cohort of the high-risk control 
sample (n=70) and the normative sample (n=168, N=201 with overlap) from the twelfth year of the study.  
Of these, 83 students were missing the complete measure.  Thirty of the control students (14 from 
Durham, 8 from Nashville, and 8 from Washington) were missing the complete measure and 74 of the 
normative students (41 from Durham, 18 from Nashville, and 15 from Washington) were missing the 
complete measure, with overlap between the normative and control groups.   
 
 
III. Scaling 
 
The first subscale, Prevalence of Conversations, consists of the sum across scenarios of the first question 
in each case regarding prevalence of conversations about racially hostile situations (CxBD5, CxBD10, 
CxBD15, CxBD20, CxBD25, CxBD30).  This scale ranges from ‘0’ to ‘6’, with a high score indicating that 
a respondent had talked with a parent or family member about several or all of the situations presented in 
the measure. 
 
Children who reported talking to their parents about one of the racial situations were then asked how 
often their parents suggested using each of four types of coping mechanisms (Submission, Active 
Avoidance, Contextualized Reality-Based Agentic, and Self-Assertion).  Four additional subscales were 
then created to measure the frequency with which parents suggested each type of coping style across the 
scenarios in a two-step process.  First, for each scenario and coping mechanism, the item capturing the 
frequency with which a parent suggested that coping mechanism was rescaled by adding the response to 
the first question in each scenario.  The response to the first question is included so that children who did 
not speak to their parents at all can be distinguished between children who spoke to their parents but 
their parents never suggested using that particular coping mechanism.   
 
Consequently, the new variables were coded such that ‘0’ represented respondents who said no to 
having conversations about a racially hostile situation and never to a particular coping response.  A ‘5’ 
represented respondents who said yes to having conversations about a racially hostile situation and at 
least once a week to a particular coping response. 
  
Then, the rescaled items for each type of coping mechanism were averaged across the six scenarios to 
create the four subscales:  Submissive Coping Style, Active Avoidance Coping Style, 
Contextualized/Reality Based Agentic Coping Style, and Self-Assertion Coping Style.  The following table 
lists the items in each of these scales. 
 
Scales Items 
Submissive Coping Style CxBD6r, CxBD11r, CxBD16r, CxBD21r, CxBD26r, CxBD31r 

Active Avoidance Coping Style CxBD7r, CxBD12r, CxBD17r, CxBD22r, CxBD27r, CxBD32r 

Contextualized/Reality Based Agentic Coping Style CxBD8r, CxBD13r, CxBD18r, CxBD23r, CxBD28r, CxBD33r 

Self-Assertion Coping Style CxBD9r, CxBD14r, CxBD19r, CxBD24r, CxBD29r, CxBD34r 

 



 3

Cronbach’s alphas were calculated for each of the scales and the results are as follows: 
 

Cronbach's Alpha for Scales 

Variable Label Normative Control

HRE12COP HRE-Prevalence of Conversations Yr12 0.65 0.75

HRE12SBS HRE-Submissive Coping Style Yr12 0.60 0.77

HRE12AAC HRE-Active Avoidance Coping Style Yr12 0.60 0.76

HRE12CRC HRE-Contextualized, Reality Based Agentic Coping Style Yr12 0.61 0.76

HRE12SAC HRE-Self-Assertion Coping Style Yr12 0.64 0.78
 
All of the scales showed an adequate internal reliability for the control sample but they showed a slightly 
lower level of internal reliability for the normative sample. 
 
 
IV. Differences between Groups 
 
Independent t-tests were conducted to assess differences between the normative and the high-risk 
control samples for all of the scales.  Results indicated that there were no significant differences for any of 
the scales.  One scale approached significance, Submissive Coping Style (p = 0.05), with the control 
sample scoring higher than the normative sample, indicating that respondents from the control sample 
were more likely than respondents in the normative sample to use both a more submissive approach to 
dealing with bad racial experiences. 
 

Comparison of Means for Normative and Control for Handling Race Experiences 

Normative Control 

Variable Label Mean Std Dev Mean Std Dev DF t Value Pr > |t|

HRE12COP HRE-Prevalence of Conversations Yr12 2.00 1.64 2.53 1.97 116 1.54 0.1271

HRE12SBS HRE-Submissive Coping Style Yr12 0.92 0.82 1.28 1.18 116 1.94 0.0548

HRE12AAC HRE-Active Avoidance Coping Style Yr12 1.11 0.97 1.41 1.24 116 1.44 0.1525

HRE12CRC HRE-Contextualized, Reality Based Agentic Coping Style Yr12 1.24 1.06 1.50 1.30 116 1.18 0.2414

HRE12SAC HRE-Self-Assertion Coping Style Yr12 1.26 1.10 1.58 1.42 116 1.36 0.1770

 
 
V. Recommendations for Use 
 
This measure should only be used with African American youth.  All of the scales were normally 
distributed for both the normative and the control samples. 
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VI. Item and Scale Means and SDs 
 

Descriptive Statistics - Normative Sample 

Variable Label N Mean 
Std 
Dev Minimum Maximum

HRE12COP HRE-Prevalence of Conversations Yr12 94 2.03 1.66 0.00 6.00

HRE12SBS HRE-Submissive Coping Style Yr12 94 0.94 0.85 0.00 3.50

HRE12AAC HRE-Active Avoidance Coping Style Yr12 94 1.13 1.01 0.00 3.50

HRE12CRC HRE-Contextualized, Reality Based Agentic Coping Style Yr12 94 1.26 1.08 0.00 3.67

HRE12SAC HRE-Self-Assertion Coping Style Yr12 94 1.29 1.14 0.00 4.17

C12BD5 Have you ever felt that as an African-American you were expected to get worse grades than 
other students? 

94 0.30 0.46 0.00 1.00

C12BD10 Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you of breaking a school rule because 
you are African-American? 

94 0.29 0.45 0.00 1.00

C12BD15 Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, part in a play, club) and felt that you 
were not given a fair chance because you are African-American? 

94 0.26 0.44 0.00 1.00

C12BD20 Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to keep your job because you are African-
American? 

94 0.23 0.43 0.00 1.00

C12BD25 Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were being watched by store employees 
because you are African-American? 

94 0.62 0.49 0.00 1.00

C12BD30 Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on the street, in a mall) and felt that the 
police were harassing you because you are African-American? 

94 0.34 0.48 0.00 1.00

C12BD6r Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 94 0.73 1.33 0.00 5.00

C12BD7r Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good grade 94 1.14 1.88 0.00 5.00

C12BD8r Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove them wrong 94 1.13 1.91 0.00 5.00

C12BD9r Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand up for myself 94 1.36 2.17 0.00 5.00

C12BD11r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 94 0.84 1.45 0.00 5.00

C12BD12r Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so they might leave me alone 94 0.89 1.57 0.00 5.00

C12BD13r Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't worry about it 94 0.96 1.69 0.00 5.00

C12BD14r Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me fairly 94 1.07 1.83 0.00 5.00

C12BD16r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 94 0.62 1.19 0.00 5.00

C12BD17r Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated fairly 94 0.84 1.57 0.00 5.00

C12BD18r Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get to me 94 0.87 1.63 0.00 5.00

C12BD19r Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a fair chance 94 0.82 1.57 0.00 5.00

C12BD21r Recoded-There's nothing I can do 94 0.68 1.40 0.00 5.00

C12BD22r Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 94 0.89 1.74 0.00 5.00

C12BD23r Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me be more successful 94 0.87 1.72 0.00 5.00

C12BD24r Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others take advantage of me 94 0.96 1.83 0.00 5.00

C12BD26r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 94 1.70 1.70 0.00 5.00

C12BD27r Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and they might leave me alone 94 1.88 1.82 0.00 5.00

C12BD28r Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any mind 94 2.51 2.23 0.00 5.00

C12BD29r Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me alone 94 2.18 2.02 0.00 5.00

C12BD31r Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 94 1.05 1.68 0.00 5.00

C12BD32r Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public so they won't harass me 94 1.15 1.80 0.00 5.00
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Descriptive Statistics - Normative Sample 

Variable Label N Mean 
Std 
Dev Minimum Maximum

C12BD33r Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my cool 94 1.20 1.86 0.00 5.00

C12BD34r Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let them harass me 94 1.34 2.01 0.00 5.00
 

Descriptive Statistics - Control Sample 

Variable Label N Mean 
Std 
Dev Minimum Maximum

HRE12COP HRE-Prevalence of Conversations Yr12 40 2.53 1.97 0.00 6.00

HRE12SBS HRE-Submissive Coping Style Yr12 40 1.28 1.18 0.00 3.83

HRE12AAC HRE-Active Avoidance Coping Style Yr12 40 1.41 1.24 0.00 4.67

HRE12CRC HRE-Contextualized, Reality Based Agentic Coping Style Yr12 40 1.50 1.30 0.00 5.00

HRE12SAC HRE-Self-Assertion Coping Style Yr12 40 1.58 1.42 0.00 4.83

C12BD5 Have you ever felt that as an African-American you were expected to get worse grades than 
other students? 

40 0.35 0.48 0.00 1.00

C12BD10 Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you of breaking a school rule because you 
are African-American? 

40 0.43 0.50 0.00 1.00

C12BD15 Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, part in a play, club) and felt that you 
were not given a fair chance because you are African-American? 

40 0.30 0.46 0.00 1.00

C12BD20 Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to keep your job because you are African-
American? 

40 0.45 0.50 0.00 1.00

C12BD25 Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were being watched by store employees 
because you are African-American? 

40 0.60 0.50 0.00 1.00

C12BD30 Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on the street, in a mall) and felt that the 
police were harassing you because you are African-American? 

40 0.40 0.50 0.00 1.00

C12BD6r Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 40 1.03 1.69 0.00 5.00

C12BD7r Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good grade 40 1.13 1.79 0.00 5.00

C12BD8r Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove them wrong 40 1.30 1.91 0.00 5.00

C12BD9r Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand up for myself 40 1.53 2.21 0.00 5.00

C12BD11r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 40 1.38 1.85 0.00 5.00

C12BD12r Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so they might leave me alone 40 1.30 1.76 0.00 5.00

C12BD13r Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't worry about it 40 1.45 1.95 0.00 5.00

C12BD14r Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me fairly 40 1.38 1.88 0.00 5.00

C12BD16r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 40 0.95 1.65 0.00 5.00

C12BD17r Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated fairly 40 1.00 1.72 0.00 5.00

C12BD18r Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get to me 40 1.00 1.74 0.00 5.00

C12BD19r Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a fair chance 40 1.05 1.78 0.00 5.00

C12BD21r Recoded-There's nothing I can do 40 1.35 1.75 0.00 5.00

C12BD22r Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 40 1.68 1.99 0.00 5.00

C12BD23r Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me be more successful 40 1.63 1.93 0.00 5.00

C12BD24r Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others take advantage of me 40 1.75 2.15 0.00 5.00

C12BD26r Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 40 1.73 1.75 0.00 5.00

C12BD27r Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and they might leave me alone 40 1.85 1.76 0.00 5.00

C12BD28r Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any mind 40 2.35 2.21 0.00 5.00
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Descriptive Statistics - Control Sample 

Variable Label N Mean 
Std 
Dev Minimum Maximum

C12BD29r Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me alone 40 2.35 2.18 0.00 5.00

C12BD31r Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 40 1.25 1.77 0.00 5.00

C12BD32r Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public so they won't harass me 40 1.50 1.99 0.00 5.00

C12BD33r Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my cool 40 1.30 1.80 0.00 5.00

C12BD34r Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let them harass me 40 1.45 2.01 0.00 5.00
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VII. Item and Scale Correlations 
 

Handling Race Experiences Items Report Sample 
 

Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD5 C12BD10 C12BD15 C12BD20 C12BD25 C12BD30 C12BD6r

C12BD5 
Have you ever felt that as an African American you were 
expected to get worse grades than other students? 

1.000 0.173
0.061

0.245
0.007

0.187 
0.043 

0.230 
0.012 

0.108
0.244

0.850
0.000

C12BD10 
Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you 
of breaking a school rule because you are African 
American? 

0.173
0.061

1.000 0.327
0.000

0.346 
0.000 

0.192 
0.037 

0.489
0.000

0.193
0.036

C12BD15 
Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, 
part in a play, club) and felt that you were not given a 
fair chance because you are African American? 

0.245
0.007

0.327
0.000

1.000 0.217 
0.018 

0.204 
0.027 

0.303
0.001

0.217
0.019

C12BD20 
Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to 
keep your job because you are African American? 

0.187
0.043

0.346
0.000

0.217
0.018

1.000 0.369 
0.000 

0.353
0.000

0.256
0.005

C12BD25 
Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were 
being watched by store employees because you are 
African American? 

0.230
0.012

0.192
0.037

0.204
0.027

0.369 
0.000 

1.000 0.365
0.000

0.198
0.032

C12BD30 
Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on 
the street, in a mall) and felt that the police were 
harassing you because you are African American? 

0.108
0.244

0.489
0.000

0.303
0.001

0.353 
0.000 

0.365 
0.000 

1.000 0.185
0.045

C12BD6r 
Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 

0.850
0.000

0.193
0.036

0.217
0.019

0.256 
0.005 

0.198 
0.032 

0.185
0.045

1.000

C12BD7r 
Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good 
grade 

0.919
0.000

0.136
0.143

0.232
0.012

0.158 
0.088 

0.241 
0.008 

0.115
0.216

0.808
0.000

C12BD8r 
Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove 
them wrong 

0.922
0.000

0.168
0.068

0.235
0.010

0.162 
0.080 

0.277 
0.002 

0.136
0.142

0.821
0.000

C12BD9r 
Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand 
up for myself 

0.850
0.000

0.193
0.036

0.217
0.019

0.256 
0.005 

0.198 
0.032 

0.185
0.045

1.000
0.000

C12BD11r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.204
0.026

0.906
0.000

0.272
0.003

0.349 
0.000 

0.163 
0.078 

0.420
0.000

0.228
0.013

C12BD12r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so 
they might leave me alone 

0.239
0.009

0.903
0.000

0.284
0.002

0.288 
0.002 

0.168 
0.069 

0.381
0.000

0.240
0.009

C12BD13r 
Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't 
worry about it 

0.213
0.021

0.898
0.000

0.334
0.000

0.278 
0.002 

0.149 
0.107 

0.374
0.000

0.221
0.016

C12BD14r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me 
fairly 

0.204
0.026

0.906
0.000

0.272
0.003

0.349 
0.000 

0.163 
0.078 

0.420
0.000

0.228
0.013

C12BD16r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.272
0.003

0.368
0.000

0.883
0.000

0.256 
0.005 

0.238 
0.009 

0.296
0.001

0.245
0.008

C12BD17r 
Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated 
fairly 

0.290
0.001

0.290
0.001

0.907
0.000

0.234 
0.011 

0.209 
0.023 

0.243
0.008

0.271
0.003
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD5 C12BD10 C12BD15 C12BD20 C12BD25 C12BD30 C12BD6r

C12BD18r 
Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get 
to me 

0.299
0.001

0.310
0.001

0.904
0.000

0.189 
0.040 

0.223 
0.015 

0.273
0.003

0.269
0.003

C12BD19r 
Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a 
fair chance 

0.272
0.003

0.368
0.000

0.883
0.000

0.256 
0.005 

0.238 
0.009 

0.296
0.001

0.245
0.008

C12BD21r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do 

0.149
0.108

0.311
0.001

0.163
0.078

0.886 
0.000 

0.317 
0.000 

0.306
0.001

0.203
0.028

C12BD22r 
Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 

0.166
0.073

0.283
0.002

0.120
0.194

0.933 
0.000 

0.328 
0.000 

0.294
0.001

0.222
0.016

C12BD23r 
Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me 
be more successful 

0.162
0.080

0.291
0.001

0.134
0.148

0.925 
0.000 

0.329 
0.000 

0.276
0.002

0.212
0.021

C12BD24r 
Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others 
take advantage of me 

0.149
0.108

0.311
0.001

0.163
0.078

0.886 
0.000 

0.317 
0.000 

0.306
0.001

0.203
0.028

C12BD26r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.147
0.111

0.212
0.021

0.059
0.527

0.319 
0.000 

0.794 
0.000 

0.357
0.000

0.188
0.042

C12BD27r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that look suspicious and 
they might leave me alone 

0.169
0.068

0.138
0.137

0.084
0.368

0.334 
0.000 

0.832 
0.000 

0.309
0.001

0.197
0.033

C12BD28r 
Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any 
mind 

0.213
0.020

0.122
0.187

0.079
0.398

0.244 
0.008 

0.878 
0.000 

0.268
0.003

0.176
0.056

C12BD29r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me 
alone 

0.147
0.111

0.212
0.021

0.059
0.527

0.319 
0.000 

0.794 
0.000 

0.357
0.000

0.188
0.042

C12BD31r 
Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 

0.067
0.469

0.462
0.000

0.155
0.093

0.317 
0.000 

0.313 
0.001 

0.887
0.000

0.136
0.143

C12BD32r 
Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public 
so they won't harass me 

0.129
0.164

0.491
0.000

0.230
0.012

0.345 
0.000 

0.354 
0.000 

0.903
0.000

0.211
0.022

C12BD33r 
Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my 
cool 

0.125
0.177

0.445
0.000

0.226
0.014

0.279 
0.002 

0.318 
0.000 

0.904
0.000

0.201
0.029

C12BD34r 
Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let 
them harass me 

0.067
0.469

0.462
0.000

0.155
0.093

0.317 
0.000 

0.313 
0.001 

0.887
0.000

0.136
0.143

 
Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 

Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD7r C12BD8r C12BD9r C12BD11r C12BD12r C12BD13r C12BD14r

C12BD5 
Have you ever felt that as an African American you were 
expected to get worse grades than other students? 

0.919
0.000

0.922
0.000

0.850
0.000

0.204 
0.026 

0.239 
0.009 

0.213
0.021

0.204
0.026

C12BD10 
Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you 
of breaking a school rule because you are African 
American? 

0.136
0.143

0.168
0.068

0.193
0.036

0.906 
0.000 

0.903 
0.000 

0.898
0.000

0.906
0.000
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD7r C12BD8r C12BD9r C12BD11r C12BD12r C12BD13r C12BD14r

C12BD15 
Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, 
part in a play, club) and felt that you were not given a 
fair chance because you are African American? 

0.232
0.012

0.235
0.010

0.217
0.019

0.272 
0.003 

0.284 
0.002 

0.334
0.000

0.272
0.003

C12BD20 
Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to 
keep your job because you are African American? 

0.158
0.088

0.162
0.080

0.256
0.005

0.349 
0.000 

0.288 
0.002 

0.278
0.002

0.349
0.000

C12BD25 
Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were 
being watched by store employees because you are 
African American? 

0.241
0.008

0.277
0.002

0.198
0.032

0.163 
0.078 

0.168 
0.069 

0.149
0.107

0.163
0.078

C12BD30 
Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on 
the street, in a mall) and felt that the police were 
harassing you because you are African American? 

0.115
0.216

0.136
0.142

0.185
0.045

0.420 
0.000 

0.381 
0.000 

0.374
0.000

0.420
0.000

C12BD6r 
Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 

0.808
0.000

0.821
0.000

1.000
0.000

0.228 
0.013 

0.240 
0.009 

0.221
0.016

0.228
0.013

C12BD7r 
Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good 
grade 

1.000 0.930
0.000

0.808
0.000

0.165 
0.075 

0.193 
0.037 

0.159
0.085

0.165
0.075

C12BD8r 
Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove 
them wrong 

0.930
0.000

1.000 0.821
0.000

0.196 
0.033 

0.228 
0.013 

0.193
0.037

0.196
0.033

C12BD9r 
Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand 
up for myself 

0.808
0.000

0.821
0.000

1.000 0.228 
0.013 

0.240 
0.009 

0.221
0.016

0.228
0.013

C12BD11r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.165
0.075

0.196
0.033

0.228
0.013

1.000 0.927 
0.000 

0.901
0.000

1.000
0.000

C12BD12r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so 
they might leave me alone 

0.193
0.037

0.228
0.013

0.240
0.009

0.927 
0.000 

1.000 0.894
0.000

0.927
0.000

C12BD13r 
Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't 
worry about it 

0.159
0.085

0.193
0.037

0.221
0.016

0.901 
0.000 

0.894 
0.000 

1.000 0.901
0.000

C12BD14r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me 
fairly 

0.165
0.075

0.196
0.033

0.228
0.013

1.000 
0.000 

0.927 
0.000 

0.901
0.000

1.000

C12BD16r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.278
0.002

0.295
0.001

0.245
0.008

0.317 
0.000 

0.292 
0.001 

0.405
0.000

0.317
0.000

C12BD17r 
Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated 
fairly 

0.300
0.001

0.293
0.001

0.271
0.003

0.235 
0.010 

0.254 
0.005 

0.332
0.000

0.235
0.010

C12BD18r 
Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get 
to me 

0.314
0.001

0.326
0.000

0.269
0.003

0.294 
0.001 

0.301 
0.001 

0.376
0.000

0.294
0.001

C12BD19r 
Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a 
fair chance 

0.278
0.002

0.295
0.001

0.245
0.008

0.317 
0.000 

0.292 
0.001 

0.405
0.000

0.317
0.000

C12BD21r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do 

0.106
0.253

0.130
0.161

0.203
0.028

0.289 
0.002 

0.246 
0.007 

0.280
0.002

0.289
0.002

C12BD22r 
Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 

0.145
0.117

0.150
0.106

0.222
0.016

0.294 
0.001 

0.258 
0.005 

0.251
0.006

0.294
0.001
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD7r C12BD8r C12BD9r C12BD11r C12BD12r C12BD13r C12BD14r

C12BD23r 
Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me 
be more successful 

0.145
0.118

0.152
0.100

0.212
0.021

0.288 
0.002 

0.251 
0.006 

0.262
0.004

0.288
0.002

C12BD24r 
Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others 
take advantage of me 

0.106
0.253

0.130
0.161

0.203
0.028

0.289 
0.002 

0.246 
0.007 

0.280
0.002

0.289
0.002

C12BD26r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.168
0.069

0.212
0.021

0.188
0.042

0.228 
0.013 

0.222 
0.016 

0.172
0.063

0.228
0.013

C12BD27r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and 
they might leave me alone 

0.181
0.049

0.216
0.019

0.197
0.033

0.125 
0.178 

0.144 
0.120 

0.114
0.220

0.125
0.178

C12BD28r 
Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any 
mind 

0.267
0.003

0.283
0.002

0.176
0.056

0.156 
0.092 

0.133 
0.151 

0.127
0.170

0.156
0.092

C12BD29r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me 
alone 

0.168
0.069

0.212
0.021

0.188
0.042

0.228 
0.013 

0.222 
0.016 

0.172
0.063

0.228
0.013

C12BD31r 
Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 

0.102
0.273

0.119
0.200

0.136
0.143

0.419 
0.000 

0.378 
0.000 

0.363
0.000

0.419
0.000

C12BD32r 
Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public 
so they won't harass me 

0.160
0.084

0.186
0.044

0.211
0.022

0.447 
0.000 

0.416 
0.000 

0.387
0.000

0.447
0.000

C12BD33r 
Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my 
cool 

0.166
0.072

0.184
0.046

0.201
0.029

0.397 
0.000 

0.355 
0.000 

0.393
0.000

0.397
0.000

C12BD34r 
Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let 
them harass me 

0.102
0.273

0.119
0.200

0.136
0.143

0.419 
0.000 

0.378 
0.000 

0.363
0.000

0.419
0.000

 
Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 

Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD16r C12BD17r C12BD18r C12BD19r C12BD21r C12BD22r

C12BD5 
Have you ever felt that as an African American you were 
expected to get worse grades than other students? 

0.272
0.003

0.290
0.001

0.299
0.001

0.272 
0.003 

0.149
0.108

0.166
0.073

C12BD10 
Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you 
of breaking a school rule because you are African 
American? 

0.368
0.000

0.290
0.001

0.310
0.001

0.368 
0.000 

0.311
0.001

0.283
0.002

C12BD15 
Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, 
part in a play, club) and felt that you were not given a 
fair chance because you are African American? 

0.883
0.000

0.907
0.000

0.904
0.000

0.883 
0.000 

0.163
0.078

0.120
0.194

C12BD20 
Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to 
keep your job because you are African American? 

0.256
0.005

0.234
0.011

0.189
0.040

0.256 
0.005 

0.886
0.000

0.933
0.000

C12BD25 
Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were 
being watched by store employees because you are 
African American? 

0.238
0.009

0.209
0.023

0.223
0.015

0.238 
0.009 

0.317
0.000

0.328
0.000
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD16r C12BD17r C12BD18r C12BD19r C12BD21r C12BD22r

C12BD30 
Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on 
the street, in a mall) and felt that the police were 
harassing you because you are African American? 

0.296
0.001

0.243
0.008

0.273
0.003

0.296 
0.001 

0.306
0.001

0.294
0.001

C12BD6r 
Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 

0.245
0.008

0.271
0.003

0.269
0.003

0.245 
0.008 

0.203
0.028

0.222
0.016

C12BD7r 
Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good 
grade 

0.278
0.002

0.300
0.001

0.314
0.001

0.278 
0.002 

0.106
0.253

0.145
0.117

C12BD8r 
Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove 
them wrong 

0.295
0.001

0.293
0.001

0.326
0.000

0.295 
0.001 

0.130
0.161

0.150
0.106

C12BD9r 
Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand 
up for myself 

0.245
0.008

0.271
0.003

0.269
0.003

0.245 
0.008 

0.203
0.028

0.222
0.016

C12BD11r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.317
0.000

0.235
0.010

0.294
0.001

0.317 
0.000 

0.289
0.002

0.294
0.001

C12BD12r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so 
they might leave me alone 

0.292
0.001

0.254
0.005

0.301
0.001

0.292 
0.001 

0.246
0.007

0.258
0.005

C12BD13r 
Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't 
worry about it 

0.405
0.000

0.332
0.000

0.376
0.000

0.405 
0.000 

0.280
0.002

0.251
0.006

C12BD14r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me 
fairly 

0.317
0.000

0.235
0.010

0.294
0.001

0.317 
0.000 

0.289
0.002

0.294
0.001

C12BD16r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

1.000 0.919
0.000

0.896
0.000

1.000 
0.000 

0.246
0.007

0.189
0.040

C12BD17r 
Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated 
fairly 

0.919
0.000

1.000 0.909
0.000

0.919 
0.000 

0.226
0.014

0.192
0.038

C12BD18r 
Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get 
to me 

0.896
0.000

0.909
0.000

1.000 0.896 
0.000 

0.173
0.061

0.148
0.109

C12BD19r 
Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a 
fair chance 

1.000
0.000

0.919
0.000

0.896
0.000

1.000 0.246
0.007

0.189
0.040

C12BD21r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do 

0.246
0.007

0.226
0.014

0.173
0.061

0.246 
0.007 

1.000 0.910
0.000

C12BD22r 
Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 

0.189
0.040

0.192
0.038

0.148
0.109

0.189 
0.040 

0.910
0.000

1.000

C12BD23r 
Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me 
be more successful 

0.214
0.020

0.212
0.021

0.165
0.075

0.214 
0.020 

0.905
0.000

0.988
0.000

C12BD24r 
Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others 
take advantage of me 

0.246
0.007

0.226
0.014

0.173
0.061

0.246 
0.007 

1.000
0.000

0.910
0.000

C12BD26r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.145
0.118

0.122
0.188

0.127
0.171

0.145 
0.118 

0.335
0.000

0.343
0.000

C12BD27r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and 
they might leave me alone 

0.169
0.067

0.166
0.072

0.169
0.067

0.169 
0.067 

0.373
0.000

0.361
0.000
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD16r C12BD17r C12BD18r C12BD19r C12BD21r C12BD22r

C12BD28r 
Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any 
mind 

0.177
0.055

0.155
0.093

0.201
0.029

0.177 
0.055 

0.250
0.006

0.283
0.002

C12BD29r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me 
alone 

0.145
0.118

0.122
0.188

0.127
0.171

0.145 
0.118 

0.335
0.000

0.343
0.000

C12BD31r 
Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 

0.181
0.050

0.142
0.125

0.177
0.055

0.181 
0.050 

0.344
0.000

0.310
0.001

C12BD32r 
Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public 
so they won't harass me 

0.248
0.007

0.209
0.023

0.278
0.002

0.248 
0.007 

0.329
0.000

0.337
0.000

C12BD33r 
Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my 
cool 

0.276
0.002

0.239
0.009

0.274
0.003

0.276 
0.002 

0.292
0.001

0.283
0.002

C12BD34r 
Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let 
them harass me 

0.181
0.050

0.142
0.125

0.177
0.055

0.181 
0.050 

0.344
0.000

0.310
0.001

 
Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 

Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD23r C12BD24r C12BD26r C12BD27r C12BD28r C12BD29r

C12BD5 
Have you ever felt that as an African American you were 
expected to get worse grades than other students? 

0.162
0.080

0.149
0.108

0.147
0.111

0.169 
0.068 

0.213
0.020

0.147
0.111

C12BD10 
Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you 
of breaking a school rule because you are African 
American? 

0.291
0.001

0.311
0.001

0.212
0.021

0.138 
0.137 

0.122
0.187

0.212
0.021

C12BD15 
Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, 
part in a play, club) and felt that you were not given a 
fair chance because you are African American? 

0.134
0.148

0.163
0.078

0.059
0.527

0.084 
0.368 

0.079
0.398

0.059
0.527

C12BD20 
Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to 
keep your job because you are African American? 

0.925
0.000

0.886
0.000

0.319
0.000

0.334 
0.000 

0.244
0.008

0.319
0.000

C12BD25 
Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were 
being watched by store employees because you are 
African American? 

0.329
0.000

0.317
0.000

0.794
0.000

0.832 
0.000 

0.878
0.000

0.794
0.000

C12BD30 
Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on 
the street, in a mall) and felt that the police were 
harassing you because you are African American? 

0.276
0.002

0.306
0.001

0.357
0.000

0.309 
0.001 

0.268
0.003

0.357
0.000

C12BD6r 
Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 

0.212
0.021

0.203
0.028

0.188
0.042

0.197 
0.033 

0.176
0.056

0.188
0.042

C12BD7r 
Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good 
grade 

0.145
0.118

0.106
0.253

0.168
0.069

0.181 
0.049 

0.267
0.003

0.168
0.069

C12BD8r 
Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove 
them wrong 

0.152
0.100

0.130
0.161

0.212
0.021

0.216 
0.019 

0.283
0.002

0.212
0.021
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD23r C12BD24r C12BD26r C12BD27r C12BD28r C12BD29r

C12BD9r 
Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand 
up for myself 

0.212
0.021

0.203
0.028

0.188
0.042

0.197 
0.033 

0.176
0.056

0.188
0.042

C12BD11r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.288
0.002

0.289
0.002

0.228
0.013

0.125 
0.178 

0.156
0.092

0.228
0.013

C12BD12r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that loosk suspicious so 
they might leave me alone 

0.251
0.006

0.246
0.007

0.222
0.016

0.144 
0.120 

0.133
0.151

0.222
0.016

C12BD13r 
Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't 
worry about it 

0.262
0.004

0.280
0.002

0.172
0.063

0.114 
0.220 

0.127
0.170

0.172
0.063

C12BD14r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me 
fairly 

0.288
0.002

0.289
0.002

0.228
0.013

0.125 
0.178 

0.156
0.092

0.228
0.013

C12BD16r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.214
0.020

0.246
0.007

0.145
0.118

0.169 
0.067 

0.177
0.055

0.145
0.118

C12BD17r 
Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated 
fairly 

0.212
0.021

0.226
0.014

0.122
0.188

0.166 
0.072 

0.155
0.093

0.122
0.188

C12BD18r 
Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get 
to me 

0.165
0.075

0.173
0.061

0.127
0.171

0.169 
0.067 

0.201
0.029

0.127
0.171

C12BD19r 
Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a 
fair chance 

0.214
0.020

0.246
0.007

0.145
0.118

0.169 
0.067 

0.177
0.055

0.145
0.118

C12BD21r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do 

0.905
0.000

1.000
0.000

0.335
0.000

0.373 
0.000 

0.250
0.006

0.335
0.000

C12BD22r 
Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 

0.988
0.000

0.910
0.000

0.343
0.000

0.361 
0.000 

0.283
0.002

0.343
0.000

C12BD23r 
Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me 
be more successful 

1.000 0.905
0.000

0.325
0.000

0.360 
0.000 

0.276
0.002

0.325
0.000

C12BD24r 
Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others 
take advantage of me 

0.905
0.000

1.000 0.335
0.000

0.373 
0.000 

0.250
0.006

0.335
0.000

C12BD26r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.325
0.000

0.335
0.000

1.000 0.820 
0.000 

0.819
0.000

1.000
0.000

C12BD27r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and 
they might leave me alone 

0.360
0.000

0.373
0.000

0.820
0.000

1.000 0.847
0.000

0.820
0.000

C12BD28r 
Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any 
mind 

0.276
0.002

0.250
0.006

0.819
0.000

0.847 
0.000 

1.000 0.819
0.000

C12BD29r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me 
alone 

0.325
0.000

0.335
0.000

1.000
0.000

0.820 
0.000 

0.819
0.000

1.000

C12BD31r 
Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 

0.294
0.001

0.344
0.000

0.381
0.000

0.334 
0.000 

0.297
0.001

0.381
0.000

C12BD32r 
Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public 
so they won't harass me 

0.326
0.000

0.329
0.000

0.422
0.000

0.378 
0.000 

0.332
0.000

0.422
0.000
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD23r C12BD24r C12BD26r C12BD27r C12BD28r C12BD29r

C12BD33r 
Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my 
cool 

0.268
0.003

0.292
0.001

0.366
0.000

0.316 
0.000 

0.312
0.001

0.366
0.000

C12BD34r 
Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let 
them harass me 

0.294
0.001

0.344
0.000

0.381
0.000

0.334 
0.000 

0.297
0.001

0.381
0.000

 
Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 

Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD31r C12BD32r C12BD33r C12BD34r

C12BD5 
Have you ever felt that as an African American you were 
expected to get worse grades than other students? 

0.067
0.469

0.129
0.164

0.125 
0.177 

0.067
0.469

C12BD10 
Have you ever felt that an adult at school accused you 
of breaking a school rule because you are African 
American? 

0.462
0.000

0.491
0.000

0.445 
0.000 

0.462
0.000

C12BD15 
Have you ever tried out for something (like a job, team, 
part in a play, club) and felt that you were not given a 
fair chance because you are African American? 

0.155
0.093

0.230
0.012

0.226 
0.014 

0.155
0.093

C12BD20 
Have you ever felt that you had to work extra hard to 
keep your job because you are African American? 

0.317
0.000

0.345
0.000

0.279 
0.002 

0.317
0.000

C12BD25 
Have you ever been in a store and felt that you were 
being watched by store employees because you are 
African American? 

0.313
0.001

0.354
0.000

0.318 
0.000 

0.313
0.001

C12BD30 
Have you ever been in a public place (for example, on 
the street, in a mall) and felt that the police were 
harassing you because you are African American? 

0.887
0.000

0.903
0.000

0.904 
0.000 

0.887
0.000

C12BD6r 
Recoded-I cannot change other's views so why try 

0.136
0.143

0.211
0.022

0.201 
0.029 

0.136
0.143

C12BD7r 
Recoded-I'll work harder so the teacher will give a good 
grade 

0.102
0.273

0.160
0.084

0.166 
0.072 

0.102
0.273

C12BD8r 
Recoded-I'm smart so I'll do what I should and prove 
them wrong 

0.119
0.200

0.186
0.044

0.184 
0.046 

0.119
0.200

C12BD9r 
Recoded-I won't let others look down on me. I will stand 
up for myself 

0.136
0.143

0.211
0.022

0.201 
0.029 

0.136
0.143

C12BD11r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.419
0.000

0.447
0.000

0.397 
0.000 

0.419
0.000

C12BD12r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious so 
they might leave me alone 

0.378
0.000

0.416
0.000

0.355 
0.000 

0.378
0.000

C12BD13r 
Recoded-I know I don't do anything wrong so I won't 
worry about it 

0.363
0.000

0.387
0.000

0.393 
0.000 

0.363
0.000
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Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 C12BD31r C12BD32r C12BD33r C12BD34r

C12BD14r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to treat me 
fairly 

0.419
0.000

0.447
0.000

0.397 
0.000 

0.419
0.000

C12BD16r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.181
0.050

0.248
0.007

0.276 
0.002 

0.181
0.050

C12BD17r 
Recoded-I will do the best that I can and I will be treated 
fairly 

0.142
0.125

0.209
0.023

0.239 
0.009 

0.142
0.125

C12BD18r 
Recoded-I know I am good in this area. I won't let it get 
to me 

0.177
0.055

0.278
0.002

0.274 
0.003 

0.177
0.055

C12BD19r 
Recoded-I will stand up and demand that they give me a 
fair chance 

0.181
0.050

0.248
0.007

0.276 
0.002 

0.181
0.050

C12BD21r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do 

0.344
0.000

0.329
0.000

0.292 
0.001 

0.344
0.000

C12BD22r 
Recoded-I will be proud to do the best that I can 

0.310
0.001

0.337
0.000

0.283 
0.002 

0.310
0.001

C12BD23r 
Recoded-I know I can work extra hard and it will help me 
be more successful 

0.294
0.001

0.326
0.000

0.268 
0.003 

0.294
0.001

C12BD24r 
Recoded-I will stand up for myself and not let others 
take advantage of me 

0.344
0.000

0.329
0.000

0.292 
0.001 

0.344
0.000

C12BD26r 
Recoded-There's nothing I can do about it 

0.381
0.000

0.422
0.000

0.366 
0.000 

0.381
0.000

C12BD27r 
Recoded-I won't do anything that looks suspicious and 
they might leave me alone 

0.334
0.000

0.378
0.000

0.316 
0.000 

0.334
0.000

C12BD28r 
Recoded-I know I am not a thief so I won't pay them any 
mind 

0.297
0.001

0.332
0.000

0.312 
0.001 

0.297
0.001

C12BD29r 
Recoded-I will confront them and tell them to leave me 
alone 

0.381
0.000

0.422
0.000

0.366 
0.000 

0.381
0.000

C12BD31r 
Recoded-I would do what they told me and be polite 

1.000 0.904
0.000

0.904 
0.000 

1.000
0.000

C12BD32r 
Recoded-I would not do anything suspicious in public 
so they won't harass me 

0.904
0.000

1.000 0.912 
0.000 

0.904
0.000

C12BD33r 
Recoded-I know I'm not a criminal but I will keep my 
cool 

0.904
0.000

0.912
0.000

1.000 0.904
0.000

C12BD34r 
Recoded-I would stand up for myself and refuse to let 
them harass me 

1.000
0.000

0.904
0.000

0.904 
0.000 

1.000
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Handling Race Experiences Scales Report Sample 
 

Pearson Correlation Coefficients, N = 118 
Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

 HRE12COP HRE12SBS HRE12AAC HRE12CRC HRE12SAC

HRE12COP 
HRE-Prevalence of Conversations Yr12 

1.000 0.905
0.000

0.916 
0.000 

0.900
0.000

0.913
0.000

HRE12SBS 
HRE-Submissive Coping Style Yr12 

0.905
0.000

1.000 0.930 
0.000 

0.913
0.000

0.900
0.000

HRE12AAC 
HRE-Active Avoidance Coping Style Yr12 

0.916
0.000

0.930
0.000

1.000 0.950
0.000

0.933
0.000

HRE12CRC 
HRE-Contextualized, Reality Based Agentic Coping Style Yr12 

0.900
0.000

0.913
0.000

0.950 
0.000 

1.000 0.965
0.000

HRE12SAC 
HRE-Self-Assertion Coping Style Yr12 

0.913
0.000

0.900
0.000

0.933 
0.000 

0.965
0.000

1.000

 
 
 


